Press Release
Carrón (CL): “The Incredible Freedom of a Man Taken Hold of By Christ”
Following Benedict XVI’s announcement of his renunciation of the Petrine ministry, Fr. Julián
Carrón, President of the Fraternity of Communion and Liberation, issued this statement:
“With this gesture, as imposing as it is unexpected, the Pope witnesses to us such a fullness in the
relationship with Christ that he surprises us with an unprecedented act of freedom that puts the good
of the Church before all else. Thus he shows everyone that he is completely entrusted to the
mysterious design of an Other.
Who would not want a freedom like this?
The Pope’s gesture is a powerful reminder to renounce every human security, trusting exclusively
in the strength of the Holy Spirit. It’s as if Benedict XVI said to us, in St. Paul’s words, ‘I am
confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it until the
day of Christ Jesus’ (Phil 1:6).
Through the Pope’s announcement, the Lord asks us to pierce through all appearances, going back
through all of the human enthusiasm with which we greeted Benedict XVI’s election and with
which we have followed him in these eight years, grateful for every word of his.
We, too, desire to live the same experience of identification with Christ that dictated this historic act
for the life of the Church and of the world to the Pope; and so, it is with freedom and full of wonder
that we receive this extreme gesture of paternity, carried out for love of his children, entrusting his
person to Our Lady so that he may continue to be our father, giving his life for the work of an
Other, that is, for the edification of God’s Church.
With all of our brothers and sisters, together with Benedict XVI, we ask the Spirit of Christ to assist
the Church in the choice of a father who can guide her in a historic moment that is so delicate and
decisive.”
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